
Hello Mayoral Candidates! 

Congratulations on your hard work and dedication in becoming 
Calgary’s next Mayor. The following questions are being submitted to 
all Calgary Mayoral candidates (2021) by the Calgary Field Naturalists’ 
Society (Nature Calgary). The information you provide will help inform 
members of the public about your relationship and understanding of 
Calgary’s natural environment. 

Important Information: 
• Replies will be posted alphabetically by the Mayoral candidates’ family name on the Nature 
Calgary website (www.naturecalgary.com)

• Responses will be posted “as is” without alteration or modification.

• Nature Calgary board members and contractors will not comment on any responses received on 
behalf of the society. Members will be encouraged to review all submissions at their own discretion.

• All Mayoral candidates will receive this letter on October 4, 2021.

• Deadline to receive responses will be Sunday October 10, 11:59 PM (Midnight). Please send 
completed forms and responses to communications@naturecalgary.com.

• All responses will be posted to www.naturecalgary.com on October 11 at 12PM (Noon).

• Responses not received will have a “No Reply” posted next to the candidates’ name if not 
received by the due date.

Mayoral Candidate (Last Name, First Name): 

Website: 

Email (to be displayed publicly): 

Questions: 

What is your favourite Calgary natural area and why? (Max. 500 characters)

http://www.naturecalgary.com/
mailto:communications@naturecalgary.com
http://www.naturecalgary.com/


How will you work with park stewardship organizations as Mayor to increase public 
participation, education, and recreation regarding Calgary's natural areas and 

urban environment? (Max. 1000 Characters) 

What is your familiarity with the BiodiverCity Strategic Plan and as Mayor, how will you 
ensure that the targets established by the BiodiverCity Strategic Plan are achieved by 2025? 

(Max. 1000 Characters) 



What is your overall vision in ensuring a balance of sustainable urban growth while 
protecting Calgary’s sensitive natural areas? (Max 2000 Characters: may include topics of 

climate change, urban sprawl, urban forestry, urban biodiversity, ecosystem services, 
recreation, education, etc.) 


	Name: YAN, Grace
	Website Address: www.GraceYanForMayor.com
	Email: Grace@GraceYanForMayor.com
	Response 1: Fish Creek Park because of the various activities that they offer eg.  Birding, Environmental Education, Fishing, Hiking - Front Country, Mt. Biking/Cycling, Picnic, Swimming, Trail Running and Fish Creek has been defined as the second-largest urban park in Canada after Rouge National Urban Park in the Greater Toronto Area, Ontario, and followed by Pippy Park in St. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador. It is also one of the largest urban parks in North America, stretching 19 km 
	Response 2: Calgary is a beautiful city with an abundance of urban environments. I believe that it is more important than ever to promote awareness and entice people to enjoy Calgary's natural areas. Covid mandates and lockdowns have had very real impacts on our mental health.  Countless studies have proven that nature has a positive effect on your mental health. Being out in nature increases happiness by boosting dopamine production and increasing endorphin levels. As Mayor, I look forward to working with Nature Calgary to promote all he benefits of getting out and enjoying our city's natural environments. I'd love to start with a commercial that showcases nature areas while featuring mental health statistics. Getting outside is one of the best things we can do for ourselves physically and mentally. 
	Response 3: The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity is comprised of: The vision - By 2025, biodiversity is valued, conserved, restored and wisely used, maintaining ecosystem services, sustaining a healthy planet and delivering benefits essential for all people. 



As Mayor I would implement engaging Indigenous people, local communities, and others-Implementation of the goals and targets relies on meaningful, full and effective participation of Indigenous peoples, including First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. In this respect, while Indigenous traditional knowledge and customary use of biological resources are specifically highlighted under indigineous resources, the traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of Indigenous communities are relevant for implementing all biodiversity goals and targets, as is protecting and encouraging customary use of biological resources compatible with their conservation and sustainable use. (BioDiv Canada Research)


	Response 4: As Mayor, I would review work conducted from imagineCALGARY.  From documents reviewed from imagineCalgary "The city was viewed as a whole system, of which all the parts are inter-related. People, buildings, commerce, roads, businesses, skills, government structures, incomes, plants and animals, history, churches, schools and countless other elements combine to make up our community. imagineCALGARY hosted a discussion about the whole community with the aim of making the whole greater than the sum of its parts.There is no better time for long term sustainability planning in Calgary. As the city continues to prosper and face unprecedented levels of growth, a plan that expresses the aspirations of the community is critical. Now, with a roadmap to get us to there, citizens, corporations, community agencies and the civic government of Calgary are working together to shape the city's future.


