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Hello Mayoral Candidates! t NN 7

Congratulations on your hard work and dedication in becoming Jx"
Calgary’s next Mayor. The following questions are being submitted to

all Calgary Mayoral candidates (2021) by the Calgary Field Naturalists’ N atu re
Society (Nature Calgary). The information you provide will help inform

members of the public about your relationship and understanding of Ca I ga ry

Calgary’s natural environment.

Important Information:

. Replies will be posted alphabetically by the Mayoral candidates’ family name on the Nature
Calgary website (www.naturecalgary.com)

. Responses will be posted “as is” without alteration or modification.

. Nature Calgary board members and contractors will not comment on any responses received on
behalf of the society. Members will be encouraged to review all submissions at their own discretion.

. All Mayoral candidates will receive this letter on October 4, 2021.

. Deadline to receive responses will be Sunday October 10, 11:59 PM (Midnight). Please send
completed forms and responses to communications@naturecalgary.com.

. All responses will be posted to www.naturecalgary.com on October 11 at 12PM (Noon).

. Responses not received will have a “No Reply” posted next to the candidates’ name if not

received by the due date.

Mayoral Candidate (Last Name, First Name): Farkas, Jeromy
Website: www.jeromy.ca

Email (to be displayed publicly): inffo@jeromy.ca

Questions:
What is your favourite Calgary natural area and why? (Max. 500 characters)

| am an avid user of Calgary’s outdoor trails and pathway systems. As a former
director of the Weaselhead Preservation Society, that is one of my favorite spaces in
the city. It provides an important connection between people and nature, as well as
great educational opportunities for the public.
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How will you work with park stewardship organizations as Mayor to increase public
participation, education, and recreation regarding Calgary's natural areas and
urban environment? (Max. 1000 Characters)

| believe it is important to build increasing awareness and encourage responsible use
for future generations. | would like to modernize Calgary’s plan forward to ensure that
all Calgarians can enjoy public lands and appreciate our natural resources. It is
important that all future major projects continue to be subject to mandatory
environmental impact assessments and that there be an appropriate balance
between environmental protection and economic growth.

What is your familiarity with the BiodiverCity Strategic Plan and as Mayor, how will you
ensure that the targets established by the BiodiverCity Strategic Plan are achieved by 2025?
(Max. 1000 Characters)

| am supportive of the targets of the BiodiverCity Strategic Plan, and will continue to
advocate for environmental stewardship and the protection of our water, land, and air.
One example of how I will work towards these goals is my commitment to
championing a policy to restrict sale or redevelopment of our City parks. Other
initiatives of this plan - such as the naturalization of road medians and boulevards -
are not only environmentally responsible, but fiscally responsible, as they will require
less City resources to maintain.



What is your overall vision in ensuring a balance of sustainable urban growth while
protecting Calgary’s sensitive natural areas? (Max 2000 Characters: may include topics of
climate change, urban sprawl, urban forestry, urban biodiversity, ecosystem services,
recreation, education, etc.)

| am committed to protecting and advancing Calgary's stewardship of clean water,
clean air and a clean city. Moving forward, | will ensure that our city's environment will
be protected by a common sense plan that recognizes that use, recreation and
conservation need to be balanced and supported.

The recent decision by councillors Gondek, Davison, and others to begin selling off
Richmond Green Park for development sends the wrong message about how we
value our green spaces. Sights are now being set on other parks throughout the city
as revenue sources.

This must not continue. Our city parks are precious and we have a duty to protect
them. I'll work to conserve, preserve, and expand our cherished parks system, rather
than open it up to short-sighted condo development. On October 18, | am asking for
your vote to send a message that our parks are not for sale.
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