
Hello Mayoral Candidates! 

Congratulations on your hard work and dedication in becoming 
Calgary’s next Mayor. The following questions are being submitted to 
all Calgary Mayoral candidates (2021) by the Calgary Field Naturalists’ 
Society (Nature Calgary). The information you provide will help inform 
members of the public about your relationship and understanding of 
Calgary’s natural environment. 

Important Information: 
• Replies will be posted alphabetically by the Mayoral candidates’ family name on the Nature 
Calgary website (www.naturecalgary.com)

• Responses will be posted “as is” without alteration or modification.

• Nature Calgary board members and contractors will not comment on any responses received on 
behalf of the society. Members will be encouraged to review all submissions at their own discretion.

• All Mayoral candidates will receive this letter on October 4, 2021.

• Deadline to receive responses will be Sunday October 10, 11:59 PM (Midnight). Please send 
completed forms and responses to communications@naturecalgary.com.

• All responses will be posted to www.naturecalgary.com on October 11 at 12PM (Noon).

• Responses not received will have a “No Reply” posted next to the candidates’ name if not 
received by the due date.

Mayoral Candidate (Last Name, First Name): 

Website: 

Email (to be displayed publicly): 

Questions: 

What is your favourite Calgary natural area and why? (Max. 500 characters)

http://www.naturecalgary.com/
mailto:communications@naturecalgary.com
http://www.naturecalgary.com/


How will you work with park stewardship organizations as Mayor to increase public 
participation, education, and recreation regarding Calgary's natural areas and 

urban environment? (Max. 1000 Characters) 

What is your familiarity with the BiodiverCity Strategic Plan and as Mayor, how will you 
ensure that the targets established by the BiodiverCity Strategic Plan are achieved by 2025? 

(Max. 1000 Characters) 



What is your overall vision in ensuring a balance of sustainable urban growth while 
protecting Calgary’s sensitive natural areas? (Max 2000 Characters: may include topics of 

climate change, urban sprawl, urban forestry, urban biodiversity, ecosystem services, 
recreation, education, etc.) 


	Name: Stone, Virginia
	Website Address: https://www.virginia4mayor.com
	Email: contact@virginia4mayor.com
	Response 1: Definitely the Inglewood Bird Sanctuary and the Weaselhead. I cannot imagine life without nature. Nature is healing and the best therapy. Calgary needs to invest in more green spaces and protected natural parks and sanctuaries. We must protect the environment and under NO circumstances should Calgary parks and green spaces be sold. I will defend, protect, and bring in new legislation to care for our riparian areas, waterways, flora, and fauna. We must green our city, green our downtown core and 
	Response 2: If voted in as the next Mayor of Calgary, I will expand public forums. Community members must have their voices heard and deserve an opportunity to contribute to issues relevant to their tax dollars. By incorporating the collective effort of our citizens, we can shape a more compelling future for both our communities and city. This type of collaboration is crucial to our success moving forward, and will require a focus on education, communication, and transparency.
 
	Response 3: “A human being is a part of the whole called by us universe, a part limited in time and space. He experiences himself, his thoughts and feeling as something separated from the rest, a kind of optical delusion of his consciousness. This delusion is a kind of prison for us, restricting us to our personal desires and to affection for a few persons nearest to us. Our task must be to free ourselves from this prison by widening our circle of compassion to embrace all living creatures and the whole of nature in its beauty.” ― Albert Einstein - The targets absolutely MUST be achieved. We must do more. I have an aggressive Social Impact Strategy and environmental protection initiative, that will green our city. We must protect our green spaces and parks, green our rooftops, install community gardens, green our downtown core, install more bee projects, and protect our diversity. I also have an initiative to convert all our waste into energy over the next few years and reclaim our landfills.
 
	Response 4: I have a few key points to make regarding densification: 1) We must preserve and protect our existing homes and neighbourhoods; 2) Densification does not belong in low-density residential neighbourhoods; 3) We must be cautious and strategic as to how and where density should be proposed; 4) We must protect our natural environment.  As a forward-thinking sustainable leader and entrepreneur, I have always partnered with and supported sustainability-minded organizations, working together towards a healthy future for our planet. I incorporate a green philosophy both in my platform for Mayor and as an entrepreneur. I am passionate about protecting and preserving our green spaces, parks, and disappearing forests. I believe that all forms of life deserve respect and protection.
 


