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Hello Mayoral Candidates! t NN 7

Congratulations on your hard work and dedication in becoming Jx"
Calgary’s next Mayor. The following questions are being submitted to

all Calgary Mayoral candidates (2021) by the Calgary Field Naturalists’ N atu re
Society (Nature Calgary). The information you provide will help inform

members of the public about your relationship and understanding of Ca I ga ry

Calgary’s natural environment.

Important Information:

. Replies will be posted alphabetically by the Mayoral candidates’ family name on the Nature
Calgary website (www.naturecalgary.com)

. Responses will be posted “as is” without alteration or modification.

. Nature Calgary board members and contractors will not comment on any responses received on
behalf of the society. Members will be encouraged to review all submissions at their own discretion.

. All Mayoral candidates will receive this letter on October 4, 2021.

. Deadline to receive responses will be Sunday October 10, 11:59 PM (Midnight). Please send
completed forms and responses to communications@naturecalgary.com.

. All responses will be posted to www.naturecalgary.com on October 11 at 12PM (Noon).

. Responses not received will have a “No Reply” posted next to the candidates’ name if not
received by the due date.

Mayoral Candidate (Last Name, First Name): Ali Khan, Zaheed

Website:

Email (to be displayed publicly): zeeali04@gmail.com

Questions:
What is your favourite Calgary natural area and why? (Max. 500 characters)

Honestly this is a tough question as we here in Calgary are in fact so biodiverse | could see
miniature waterfalls coming down a hill as | float down the bow river. We have Sandy Beach and a
fishcreek to weaselhead. Bowness park, Riley park, glenmore reservoir. too many to mention. By far
my favourite is Tom Cambell's hill natural park as | can see the whole city and at that moment I'm
the centre of the universe.
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How will you work with park stewardship organizations as Mayor to increase public
participation, education, and recreation regarding Calgary's natural areas and
urban environment? (Max. 1000 Characters)

This is by far my favourite question. We need to develop better pen pal programs and adopt educational
stand points as Chef Andrew Hewson of Sait believes we could grow fruit trees in parks as we here in
Calgary not only have access to multitudes of biodiverse lands and water sources. We have a free base
volunteer community in Calgary unlike any in the world. Just take the floods as an example that the
people were challenged by nature. Calgarians stepped up to the challenge and neighbors came together
across the city and Alberta alike. | Would suggest letting the public grow on public land as long as it is
not sold for profit and given to humanity it is not defined as illegal by queens english. Everything is free
as long as it remains free.

What is your familiarity with the BiodiverCity Strategic Plan and as Mayor, how will you
ensure that the targets established by the BiodiverCity Strategic Plan are achieved by 2025?
(Max. 1000 Characters)

| am under the notion that we signed the Durban Commitment, a high bred plan to get us in the
direction for future generations and maintenance. | would like more communities to be built and or
terra formed like Tuscany. | personally don't think we can exactly achieve the targets if all citizens and
industries dont come together and take pride not only in biodiversity but the complete melting pot and
diverse community Calgary is. Honestly with the citizens and free base volunteers we can achieve this
with pride in our differences and our home land we as a people can come together with knowledge
from all over the world. desire is like a fire it will only go as high as you yourself build it .



What is your overall vision in ensuring a balance of sustainable urban growth while
protecting Calgary’s sensitive natural areas? (Max 2000 Characters: may include topics of
climate change, urban sprawl, urban forestry, urban biodiversity, ecosystem services,
recreation, education, etc.)

| want to start off by saying We could go Jetsons or we could go Gotham. Now this is an Idiom in itself.
Natural areas should be protected sites as commercialism and greed escalate. We can develop over
these areas provided they remain open to the public and sunlight. This brings me to the definition of
where we actually live. Did you know we actually live in a zone known to man by being inhospitable
during winter yet we have achieved it and been a city since 1885 however Calgary has laid the
groundwork in major wars all over the world before then from the boer war to gettysburg in fact even
the shriners where once from a Scottish guard of old times in fact i can prove we had a much more
sophisticated bridge crossing the river over there in bowness park to the shriners and all we have to do
is dig. Scottish Masonry and ingenuity. In order to protect and ensure | will go into history. all of the
previous answers also touch base to this last one.
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